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almost always with more or less of reluctance and
pain. And it is fortunate for them that they are so
constituted, for most of their habits have been learned
by the race to which they belong through long
experience, and probably after much suffering. A
man cannot safely eat or drink, or go downstairs, or
cross a street, unless he be guided and protected by
habits which are the long result of time. One set in
particular of these habits, and perhaps the most sur-
prising, that which enables us to deal safely with the
destructive element of fire, was probably not acquired
by mankind without infinite pain and injury. And
all this, for all we know, may be true of the public
usages which men follow in common with their
fellows.

Let us turn from Habits to Manners, that is, to
those customs of behaviour which we not only prac-
tise ourselves, but expect other men to follow. Do
these suggest that men are naturally tolerant of
departure from a usage or an accustomed line of
conduct ? Rarely as the subject is examined, it is a
very curious one. What is the exact source of the
revulsion of feeling which is indubitably caused by a
solecism in manners or speech, and of the harshness
of the judgment passed on it ? Why should the
unusual employment of a fork or a finger-glass, or
the mispronunciation of a vowel or an aspirate, have
the effect of instantly quenching an appreciable